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mitigated   by  the   presence  of   abundant   humus,   which
*' lightens " the clay, opening It out and allowing the passage
of air and water. Above all, the presence of calcium carbonate
" Improves" a clay soil by " flocculating " the clay particles,
and thus again rendering the soil more permeable. The
poor aeration of clay soils is well shown by the fact that the
of clay pastures are all surface-rooting species, and
In a clayey wood the roots of the shrubs are often crowded
together to the surface, while in a sandy wood they are
more             out vertically and reach a greater depth.